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Synopsis

This newly revised and updated encyclopedia covers everything you might want to know about the
fascinating people, places, and events that have shaped the United States. Covering more than a
hundred subjects as varied as the birds of North America, the Civil War, and jazz, and including
biographies of U.S. presidents and other noteworthy scientists, artists, and citizens presented in
punchy, fact-filled text, this encyclopedia has it all. Each U.S. state and Canadian province is
explored in detail through easy-to-read maps, state symbols, and statistical fact boxes. Perfect for
school or home, fully cross-referenced, and comprehensively indexed, The Student Encyclopedia of
the United States provides all of the information that children and their families need to know about

this great land of ours.
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Customer Reviews

Grade 4-7a “An attractive cover and numerous color photos and illustrations can not redeem this
volume. Despite being a revised edition, the text contains many errors, both grammatical and
factual. The article on agriculture is illustrated with a photo depicting a 1960s-vintage combine.
Patrick Henry was indeed governor of Virginia, but not during the Civil War. Those who live in
Jacksonville, FL, will be surprised to find that they live on the St. Johns River at the mouth of the

Atlantic Ocean. Shreveport, LA, has been moved across the state to the banks of the Mississippi.



Wheat is not stored with other grains, nor is it stored in silos. The chart of U.S. Presidents lists the
service dates of Bill Clinton and George W. Bush incorrectly. The word river is never capitalized
when it is used in conjunction with a proper name. A number of the short entries fail to cover the
topic adequately. The entry on the Persian Gulf War is little more than dates and figures and does
not define U.S.-led coalition. There is no mention of any of the accidents in the Space Program

entry. There is no reason to purchase this title.a “Eldon Younce, Harper Elementary School, KS

Copyright A© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Designed to be a starting place for young researchers and browsers alike, this reference tool
explains topics relating to the "people, places, and events that have shaped the United States."
Students ages 9-12 and their families will find the details sufficient but not overwhelming. More than
1,200 entries are arranged alphabetically and range in length from one paragraph to two pages.
Entries are illustrated throughout with more than 2,000 full-color photographs, illustrations,
diagrams, charts, time lines, and maps. Each entry includes an icon that identifies it as belonging to
one of 12 subject areas, among them animals, geography, history, religion, and science. Expanded
"Special Feature" entries treat more than 100 topics, such as Art, Birds of North America, and
Westward movement. State entries present excellent starting points for school reports by providing
basic information in two-page spreads with fact boxes, symbols, places of interest, and maps.
Similar elements are found in one-page entries on Canadian provinces. One-page presidential
biographies include fact boxes and portraits Fact boxes throughout the encyclopedia provide
historical dates, statistics and figures, and other important data and are complemented by sidebars
that are highlighted in yellow and offer interesting nuggets of information (for example, in 1850 the
average farmer could grow only enough food to feed 5 people; today the average farmer can
produce enough to feed almost 80 people).Topics of current interest have been included (Iraq War,
Terrorism, War on terror). However, many photographs will appear dated to young researchers. In
addition, some entries have not been updated to reflect current information. For example, Basketball
makes no mention of the WNBA, and Seattle lists the city still being the headquarters of
Boeing.Fully cross-referenced, the encyclopedia concludes with a comprehensive index as well as a
subject index. Students will find this tool useful, and school and public libraries will want to purchase
both reference and circulating copies. Shauna YuskoCopyright A© American Library Association. All

rights reserved

| have had the book for a couple of years and my boys use it for homework and they write a journal



about different things they have found in the book.

This is a great Book! This book is perfect for my 3rd grade classroom. My students really liked this

book.

This reference work contains information on more than a thousand topics about the US. There are
photographs, maps, and art on every page to illustrate the topics. Famous people, myths, historical
events, geography, the states, national parks, and economics are some of the topics included.
English language learners may enjoy browsing this book, but more importantly can easily find a
paragraph or two about almost any US-relevant topic.
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